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The purpose of this chapter is to identify the major methodological,
technological and technical issues for the collection of education data cited in
the papers and synthesize the recommendations made.  The specifications to the
writers did not explicitly request the authors to address these issues of data
collection.  This fact, in some respect, has restricted the content coverage of
this chapter.  Nevertheless, several salient issues were raised in the papers as
evidenced by the following outline.

Methodological Issues

Alternative Designs for Data Collection

Sample vs. Universe Surveys

Observational Studies

Other Study Designs

The Necessary Conditions for Comparability to Assess Differences
and Changes

The Range of Definitional Problems

Some Solutions to the Definitional Problems

Quality Control

Aggregation of Data

Consistency of Data as a Priority

International Comparisons

Public-Private School Comparisons and Non-School Educational
Activities

State-by-State Comparisons
Technological Issues of Data Collection
Data Collection Technology
Database Creation and Organization
Data Linkage

Forms of Reporting and Modes of Dissemination
Technical Issues in Collecting Data
Accuracy
Timeliness of Data Dissemination and Periodicity of Collection
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